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removed, and the happy pair look at each other, and if one of
them takes a violent dislike to the other at sight, he or she
can retract: the marriage is not yet indissoluble.
Whilst they are looking at each other, the priest puts a fire
of burning charcoal into the square fenced in with the string
and the earthen pots, to the north-east of where they have been
sitting. During all the remaining wedding ceremonies this fire
must never be allowed to go out, or some misfortune will
happen. The Scriptures ordain that this fire should .be
kindled by rubbing sticks together, but as a matter of con-
venience it is actually just brought from the bride's house.
In the old days some of this fire was taken to the young
people's new home, and from it the fire on their domestic
hearth was kindled; but this is done nowadays only by
Brahmans who are Agnihotri^ At this stage, too, the special
clothes to be donned by the bride and bridegroom used to be
offered to them, but it proved so much more convenient for
the young couple to put them on at the beginning of the
wedding, that that is now almost invariably done, though the
bridegroom still at this point says to the lady: < O bride, wear
this garment. May you live a hundred years, I, too, don my
cloth for fame, long life, and wisdom/
The anointing of the two used to follow, and some Brahmans
do anoint the pair at this point with yellow powder, turmeric,
pulse, and scented oil.
In any case the washing of the feet now follows. The
mother and father of the bride wash the big toe of the right
foot * of both bride and groom, first with water, then with
milk, and then with water again \ after which they dry them,
mark them "wfffi the auspicious red mark, and put rice and
flowers and red and white powder on them. All this is done
by other Brahmans as well as Nagara, and they explain that
they also are worshipping the couple as J>iva and Parvati
1 Seech.,v.
^ Here again it is interesting to compare the reverence done in India to
the big toe with that shown to the toe of the Pope at Rome.